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Abstract

This study aims to redefine the role and position of vocational high schools within the
contemporary education system by examining the challenges and opportunities facing Technical
and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) in Iran. In today’s rapidly evolving technological
landscape and dynamic labor market, vocational schools—as key institutions for skilled workforce
development—require fundamental transformations in their structure, curricula, and teaching
methodologies.

Adopting a mixed-methods research approach, this paper provides a comprehensive, multi-
dimensional analysis of TVET. It integrates international data from UNESCO, OECD, and the
World Bank with indigenous Iranian data collected through questionnaires, in-depth interviews,
and field observations to identify key factors influencing the performance of vocational schools
and to propose practical solutions for improving the current state.

Findings indicate that investment in infrastructure, curriculum alignment with labor market
needs, strengthening industry-school partnerships, and emphasis on soft skills development
are critical factors in enhancing the effectiveness of vocational education. Based on these results,
it is recommended that a comprehensive national strategy for TVET development be formulated
and that supportive policies be implemented to improve the quality of this educational sector.

By offering actionable recommendations, this research takes a significant step toward redefining
vocational schools and aligning them with the demands of the 21st century.

Keywords: Vocational high school; Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET);
Educational policy; Contemporary education; Integration of education; Soft skills; Curriculum
alignment; Mixed methods.
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